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were pressing the Empire hard; Persia had won back Bagh-
dad, the city of Fuzuli and Ruhi. The final collapse seemed
imminent and inevitable.

Such was the state of things when Murad IV, then in
his twelfth year, was summoned to the throne of cOsman.
Had this Murad been such a man as his father or his brothers,
the probability is that there would have been no Transition
Period for us to chronicle, Murad the Fourth saved Turkey.
A man of iron will and of indomitable courage, he was, as
was necessary for the work he had to do, utterly without
mercy, without pity; he deluged the country in blood, but
he saved her from herself. Himself the sternest tyrant ever
girt with the sword of cOsman, he would brook no tyranny
in the country but his own. Wherever he heard of an unjust
judge or a rapacious governor, his blow fell swift and sure.
When he tore Baghdad back from Persia he read the Fair
Kingdom l a lesson which she remembers to this day. Sultan
Murad did not cure Turkey, she has not been truly cured
even yet; but he checked the deadly malady from which
she was suffering, and gave her a fresh lease of life. And
all this was accomplished before he reached his twenty-ninth
year, for he died in 1049 (^40), his splendid constitution
worn out by habitual and violent intemperance.

Poetry continued as heretofore to find favour in high
places; Ahmed I, cOsman II, and Murad IV all wrote verses,
and even poor Mustafa is said by Von Hammer to be reckoned
amongst the poets. Everybody about the court dabbled in
verse; the example of the Mufti Sacd-ud-Din and Ghazf Giray
the Khan of the Crimea, who had carried on a correspondence
in ghazels on state affairs, was followed by Sultan Murad

1 Devlet-i Behiyya-i Irdn = the Fair Kingdom of Persia, is the official title
of the Persian State, as Devlet-i cAliyya = the Sublime State, is of the Ottoman.